why authoritarian communism leaves us cold 


Originally produced by anarchists in Belfast in 
1981, this comic juxtaposes Bakunin’'s critique of 
statist revolutionary movements with the events 
that subsequently confirmed it. 


Just as Bakunin’s concerns about power-hungry 
socialists and communists proved prescient, this 
comic retains its value today, when new politicians 
and parties are attempting to co-opt popular 
movements. We should never forget the hard- 
learned lessons of the Russian Revolution and 

the Spanish Civil War: those who would wield 
state power, whether in the name of the people 

or any other abstraction, can only be obstacles to 
liberation, if not actual foes of it. 


Readers who lack context for 20th century 
history may find some passages herein perplexing; 
if nothing else, this comic provides points of 
departure to learn about many of the most 
fascinating and pivotal events of that era. There are 
plenty of more credible sources out there, should 
you wish to learn more about any of them! 


Bakunin 


M.A. BAKUNIN was born on May 30, 1814, in Pryamukhino (Russia). Becoming interested in philosophy at 
the age of 21, he became a Hegelian and left to study in Germany, which was then the home of philosophical 
speculation. He progressed from Hegelism to an interest in the pan-Slavic movement, as one of anti- 
colonialism, against Russian autocracy and German imperialism. Through Weitling, pioneer of libertarian 
Communism, he became acquainted with revolutionary ideas; he moved towards Socialism but with the 
reservation that there was an absence of freedom in the then current socialistic programmes and ideas. 
Becoming acquainted with Anarchism through the French school, in particular P.J. Proudhon, he became its 
most famous exponent of the day. His theoretical development was stopped short by the fact of his 
participation in the democratic revolution of 1848. He fought on the barricades with Wagner (who is said to 
have cast his Siegfried in Bakunin’s mould); and was arrested, and sent back to Russia. 

In 1848 he entered the Peter-and-Paul fortress as a prisoner; later (during the Crimean War) he was sent to 
Sclusselburg, in solitary confinement. Subsequently he was sent to Siberia, from which he escaped in 1861. 
Arriving in London, he threw himself into the activity of the International Working-Men’s Association, the 
organisation arising out of the London Working-Men’s Association. He became within the International the 
protagonist, indeed the personification, of all the anti-Statist elements, particularly strong in parts of France, 
the Jura, in Switzerland, in Italy, and he pioneered the movement in Spain. The German party, led by Marx, 
bitterly opposed the growth of “Bakuninism” and Anarchism. Marx stooped to violent personal attacks upon 
Bakunin’s integrity, which finally succeeded in breaking up the International and driving Bakunin out of 
public life. 

Bakunin died in 1876, in Switzerland. He had already become a legend amongst those who supported 
libertarian socialism. His character was admired by many even among the supporters of State socialism. He 
had no personal animosity against Marx, except in reaction to the slanders given out by Marxand his henchmen 
(“Russian spy” etc.) In the essay taken here from Bakunin’s writings, Bakunin illustrates what is wrong with 


State Socialism. 
Cie 


You don’t have to be a marxist to recognise that anarchists are a bit short on historical common sense; we tend 
to trot out the same old pat solutions irrespective of changing times and circumstances—I can recall a comrade 
sniffing at the suggestion of studying the possible organisation of an anarchist society, for no better reason than 
that Kropotkin had already done it all. However, some things stay valid, even a century on, and Bakunin’s 
argument against state socialism, as set out in this little essay, is still rightly basic to anarchist thinking. 

» This essay was previously published by Coptic Press in 1968, and it seemed a good idea to republish it ina 
fairly easy sort of cartoon format. (Oddly, no-one could think of a snappier title. .) Sorry if it’s not easy enough, 
but almost anything seems better than the patronising. ‘Lenin-for-Idiots’ style of some marxist cartoon books. 
Like it says, if you don’t know what ‘hypostasis’ means (and I didn’t)—look it up! 

Bakunin’s basic argument is pretty simple, but he does tend to ramble ona bit, so I’ve cut away quite a lot of 
the original, especially his pro-slav, anti-German arguments, which no doubt made sense at the time, but are 
only of historical interest today. The cartoons maybe concentrate too much on the Soviet Union, and not 
enough on ‘socialism’ outside Europe, but so many well-intentioned militants still subscribe to some part of 
soviet mythology that it’s still necessary, unfortunately, to put the record straight. The illustrations aren’t 
meant to be comprehensive anyway—there isn’t room. If you want any more examples of the accuracy of 
Bakunin’s analysis, get hold of some good history books, or just take a look arpund the world... 

-What's left of Bakunin is typeset throughout; anything written is my addition. Anything with quotation 
marks is a direct quote (Yes, Lenin did say that!)—at least, according to the sources I used. Anything without isa 
paraphrase or just pure invention, though still, I trust, truthful. 


R.W. 


Wey fs 
5 f( ' mes ns 
Ag wise : Led OL 

Tir Ae 


A 
Wy aia ie Wh si 


Wf as 


Pe Uy ye al 


ne TZ TG Gas ahi 


Mies caret A Zips ZA 


a = Gi ehigt 
S MES iP” 
WY R =~ Lo ¥4 
“ mw NAN 


’ 
if 
wee 
j 


y IRELAND, (798, Willi yyy YY tify, NANEY ALSO FOUND THE BedieS oF Two Vy 
ZA WEXFORD CATECHISM : BEAUTIFUL WOMEN , FANTASTICALLY Yy, 
“| BEUEVE IN A REVOLWTION FOUNDED 7 DRESSED IN GREEN SILK, WHO on ff 
, ON THE RIGHTS OF M ty CARRIED THE REBEL STANDARD. Z 
AGS oreo ie one ZZ THEY HAD BEEN KNOWN ASTHE 4 eDDESS 
IRISH CITIZENS TO Au THe LAND... ” ti REASON, AND WERE APPARENTLY THE 
4 TOs PROSITE” Yyyyyyy 


The French Revolution proclaimed the right and duty of every human individual to be a man 
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the theories of Babeuf. Babeuf was one of the last energetic and pure-hearted citizens whom the Revolution 
created and then killed off in large numbers. Seeing that the Revolution was failing for lack of radical change, he 
conceived, faithful to the statist spirit of the Revolution, a political and social system according to which the 
Republic, viewed as the expression of the collective will of the citizens, would confiscate individual property 
and administer it in the interests of all, allotting education, the means of existence and pleasures to all in equal 
shares, and compelling all, without exception, to do physical or mental labour, in their capacity. 


Babeuf's conspiracy failed and he was guillotined 
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Taken up by Buonarotti, and fostered by the secret societies which he founded in Belgium and France, these 


ideas of communism blossomed. Between 1830 and 1848 they were interpreted as the revolutionary socialism of 
Cabet and Louis Blanc. 


Another socialist current, coming from the same source, and tending in the same direction, was founded by 
Saint-Simon and Fourier. 
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The merits of Saint-Simonism and Fourierism, often called Utopian and socialism, lie mainly in the profound 
scientific criticism they made of Christianity and the way in which they shook it in the cause of the 
rehabilitation of matter and of human passions. They wanted to replace Christianity with a new religion, based 
on the mystic cult of the flesh, with anew hierarchy of priests, people who would exploit the majority by virtue 
of their privilege of genius and talent. The Fourierists conceived their ‘phalansteries’ as being governed and 
administered through universal suffrage. There, they believed, each would find the kind of work and kind of 
place most natural to his passions. They were mistaken in thinking, firstly, that through the power of peaceful 
persuasion they would be able to touch the hearts of the rich, who would then come to lay down the surplus of 
their riches at the doors of their phalansteries. 


They made a second mistake in imagining that it would be possible to construct theoretically, ‘a priori’, a social 
paradise in which all humanity could settle down forever. 
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In general, regimentation was the passion common to all the socialists prior to 1848. Cabet, Louis Blanc, the 
Utopians—all were possessed by the passion to indoctrinate and to organise the future. All were authoritarians 
to some degree. The one exception was Proudhon. 
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P-J. PROVDHON ,1807 -18¢5 ° 


The son of a peasant, and by instinct a hundred times more revolutionary than all the doctrinaire and bourgeois 
socialists, Proudhon developed a critical viewpoint, as ruthless as it was profound and penetrating, in order to 
destroy all their systems. Opposing liberty to authority, he proclaimed himself an Anarchist as distinct from 
the state socialists, and in the face of their deism or pantheism he also had the courage to declare himself an 
atheist. 
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Proudhon’s socialism was based upon individual and collective freedom, upon the spontaneous action of free 
associations, obeying no other laws but such general laws of the social economy as had already been discovered 
or might be discovered in the future. Such a socialism, functioning outside any governmental regulation or 


State protection, and subordinating politics to the economic, intellectual and moral interests of society, was 
bound in the course of time to arrive at federalism. 
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Such was the state of social science before 1848. New socialist ideas penetrated the working class, and when the 
revolution broke out in France in that year, socialism emerged as a powerful force. 
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But it was not socialism in general that went under in June 1848, only state socialism, the authoritarian, 
regimented socialism which believed that the State could satisfy all the needs and aspirations of the working 
class, and that once armed with unlimited power it would be able to inaugurate a whole new social order. 
Socialism did not die; on the contrary, it was the State that went bankrupt. Deciding that it was unable to pay 
off the debt it owed to socialism, the State attempted to kill it off instead, in order to remove the debt. 
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The workers fought in June for the 
emancipation of the people, but they 
were united by instinct rather than by 
ideas. This was the main cause of their 
defeat. But is that any reason to doubt 
the future power of socialism? 
Christianity, which aimed to found the 
Kingdom of Justice in Heaven, took 
several centuries to conquer 

Europe. Is it any wonder that 
socialism, which has set itself a more 
difficult task, to found the Kingdom of 
Justice on Earth, has not triumphed 

in just a few years? 
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Socialists can be divided into three essentially different types. First of all, there are peaceful or bourgeois 
socialists, 
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and revolutionary socialists. ‘The latter can be 
sub-divided into revolutionary state socialists 
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The category of peaceful or bourgeois socialists belongs essentially to the party of reaction. It comprises men of 


various political persuasions, who are flirting with socialism only with a view to strengthening their own 
cause. 
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...and there are liberals who are socialists, 
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Each of them recognises a formidable rising force in socialism, and tries to channel it in his direction, hoping 
with its help to restore his own sinking and decrepit party. Among these many exploiters of socialism are some 
well-meaning people who really want to see an improvement in the lot of the proletariat, but who lack the 
intelligence or the will to see the social problem clearly. They may be sincere, but this sincerity is most harmful, 
as it disguises the insincerity of the malicious exploiters of socialism. 
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Bourgeois socialists of all varieties have one thing in common, which determines their reactionary tendencies 
and dooms even the most sincere among them to merge sooner or later with the party of deliberate and 
conscious reaction: 
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Since, by definition, there is a gulf between the bourgeois and the proletarian worlds, one being the exploited 
and the other the exploiters, it follows that a man born and raised in a bourgeois environment, who sincerely 
wishes to become a friend and brother of the workers, must renounce all the conditions of his past existence, 
turn his back on the bourgeois world, declare relentless war upon it, and plunge unreservedly into the world of 
the workers. 
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If his passion for justice is insufficient to inspire such resolution, he need not deceive himself, and should not 
deceive the workers; he will never become their friend. His ideas and dreams of justice may inspire him to join 
with the exploited in moments of calm contemplation when nothing much is happening in the world of the 
exploiters, but as soon as there comes amoment of crisis when those two opposing worlds meet in a great social 
struggle, all his former bonds will pull him back into his former world. 


=3 


7 
{ 


SSS 


wos 
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ME-AN IDEALIST 77 


You Must BE JOKING / 

PHILOSOPHERS HAVE ONLY 
INTERPRETED THE WoRLD— 
THE Pow T 1s Te CHANGE IT! 
AND My DIALECTICAL 
MATERIALISM SHOWS THE 
way ! 

I Don't S€T You, BAKUNIN — 
You'vVE READ HEGEL, BvT 


YovR Politics WERE 
GoRN IN THE READING Roy 
oF THE BRirisn museum / 
“YouR THEORY IS Jvst A 
MISH-MASH Of HEGEL AND 
FEVERBACH - IT's STILL 
ESSENTIALLY PHILOSOPHY, 
AWD 4OURE SQVEEZIAG, 
HIgTORY INTS ITS MouULD - 
you'ic END VP wiTH A 


“MARX AND ENGErs RY you STILL Del's SEE How 


Une n= 77, DicTATORSHIP OF 
AV WERE METapuysiCiANS HIS DIALEecTical METHeD 


PoHivosoPHers I! 
Whe FREQUENTLY CAME To ZA HIsTERY — 
SCHEMATISE HISTORICAL PROCESSES = Z ON isn't THAT 

FRom Love ef system, f 

‘THE Proletariat ' 
WHICH SEIZES THE 
STATE ... DESTROYING 
ITSELE AS PROLETARIAT 
AnD THE state ‘AS 
THe Stave’, 15 A 
METAPHYSICAL 
FANTASY A 
PouTicar 

BMH YPOSTASIS OF 
Sociat 


CAMILLO 
NER| 


1897 -1937 


Idealists of all sorts, metaphysicians, those who uphold the priority of science over life, the doctrinaire 
revolutionaries—all of them champion, with different arguments but with equal zeal, the idea of State and State 
power, seeing in it, logically enough from their point of view, the only possible salvation of society. Logically, 
since they start from the assumption, which we think mistaken, that thought is prior to life, and abstract theory 
prior to social practice, and that therefore sociology must be the starting point for social upheaval and 
reconstruction. 
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MARX'S THEORY 1S 
DERIVED FRem PHILeSePHY ; 
IT Coulp RE ARGVED THAT 
DIALECTICAL METHeD 15 
PuREery SuBTECTIVE- JUST 
A mop€ of THeuGur ! 


However , IF | CAN TACK 
ony SOME STUFF ABOUT 
DIALECTICS IN NATURE , 
ovR THEPFY Wilk sEEm 
SCIENTIFIC, oBIECTIVE , 


——— 
AND INFALLIBLE / 


iLL ScouR THE NATRAL 
SCIENCES FoR A FEW 
INSTANCES OF DIALECTICS 
IN ACTION — 1 DARE 
SAY NATURE IS BIC 
EnovGH AMD vARIED 
ENoGH Te PRovIiDE 
ONE oR TWO.... 

AnD So — 
NATURAL SCIENTISTS 
may ADoPT WHATEVER 


Atritvpe THEY PLEASE , 
THEY ARE STILL UNDER 


And — 
“ piarecncs, $0-CAUED 
oprective DIALECTICS , 
PREVAILS THROVG HOUT 
NawRee, AND $0-CAUED 
SuBTEective piAvecnics, 
DIALECTICAL THOUGHT, 15 
eonLY THe REFLECTIONS oF 
THE moTiow THREVGH 
OPPOSITES WHICH ASSERTS 
ITSELE EVERYWHERE IN 
wawveRe... ” 


see 7 WE'RE NOT 
REALLY METAPHYSICIANS , 
we're sciennsts | 


Wwe mvsr BE 


" THE TEACHING of 

maey 15 AU- 
-PoweR FUL 

Becavse iT 1S 

IT 1S Complete AND 
HARmonievs, PRewpING 
MEN WITH A CoNSISTENT 
VIEW OF THE UNIVERSE...” 


t 


ALL SAY 


/ 
ALL THERE 
Is! 


F Ay 


puysics - & 


Reware oF 


et 


My, E- 
Wi Nes 


KAY 
i; 


\'m A SECRET PeLiceman). 
CALL ME A THUG AND A 
TORTURER IF You LIKE, 
Bvt i'm Just SERVING 


DTHE UNIVERSAL LAWS 


THAT GovERN THE 
DEVELOPMENT of VAWRE , 
Human Society AvD 


7 


AT Last?! — HE 
PRoceTaaiar ! it is 
Auve, Auive ! AnD 1, 
DocTeR MARXENSTEIN , 
| ALowve HAVE Given 
IT LiFe —1 HAVE 

j PéewtiFied (IT AS THE £ 
ONLY TRVE REVeLUTIONARY py, R 
CLASS , THANKS To MY / 
UNERRING SCIENTIFIC 
THOUGHT, HEH, HEH, 
HEH --. 
THEY THouGuT | WAS 
gusr A CRANK, JusT 
ANOTHER BeRING PHILO ~ 
-SoPHER, Bur Now THEY LL 
SEE -— Soo 1T Witt 

cAc power! 


ISAT THAT, 
RIGHT, IGoR* 


B-BuT, MASTER ae 

wee ~ WERE We ° IGOR... 

——- Wo} THAT Leave US Uf 7 ; “Aa we LL SSiEs: 
conTReE ! 
He's Not 
SUFFICIENTLY J Lp 

DEVELOPED F7% oe) 
YET To FewD fg 


FOR HIMSELF... "Gay 


—~ 2 WYPLEZ, —— 
Zz —<s 


Since science and theory are at present, at least, the property of just a few people, they conclude that those few 
should direct social life, and not only encourage but actually rule all popular movements... 
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WHo HoLDS Poti TICAL PIWER FoLLonisG 
OUR GLoRievs CCTPRER ReveotuTion) © 
Wty, THe Wormers , oF Covese !! 

WE HAvE A REveluTIeNACY- DEmoCRANIC 
DPIcTATURSHIP OF THE 
PROLETARIAT AND THE 
PEASAWTS.---.- 


..OR,To PuT iT IN 
A NUTSHELL — 
Act's QuEER 
excepr me & THEE, 
-AwD Even THEE'S 
ABT QvéER.... 


WELL , THE INDVSTRIAL PROLETARIAT, 
me Be HoNEST - THe PEASa@uTS MAY RE A 
Pmayereity, BVT They'ee NeT A TRULY 
REVOLUTIONARY CLASS - THEY TEND To Fee 
RESIST OVR ATTEMPTS Te REQUISIMeny THEIR ZY 
GRAIN) AWD ComecrivisSe THEIR Farms - 
a THEY ‘RG ALL WKULAKS AT HEART 
: You Knjow.... ‘ 


--- WELL, Jot THE EvTire 
PRoLETARiAT , YoU UNDER - 
“STAND, - Just THE mMeRE 

AbvéaniceD SECT onS- WHAT 


7 "We LEAVE T? = 


OVRsecvEes THE STATE 
PoweR , oNLY To 
OVRSELVES... IT 1S 
NECESSARY THAT EVERYTHING, 

Stovry Be suBsecTED TY 
ad THE Sovier PovER, 
AND ALL THE ILivsionsS 
ABovt some Kiv> of 
‘INDEPENDENCE’ ow THE PARE 
OF DETACHED LAYERS oF 
perc anions oR WoeKees’ 

“OPERATIVES CttovL 

Livep Down Fades Be 

PS PoSsi@re.. 4 


«+ WHICH, NaTuRAWY 
EFFECTIVELY means’ 
PARTY MEMBERS... 


“THe State - IT 1S THE 
lWWeRKERS -IT 1S THE 
VANGVARD- IT 1S VS. ! 


1s. WHOSE VIEWS ARE 
Fuunry REPRESENTED 


“ANYONE WHO SPEAKS oF 
FREEDOM AnD EQUAUTY 
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK oF 
A weRwers’ Demec Racy 
'S THERERY A DEFENDER of 
ExPwi TERS...” 


"WR DICTARSHIP Do€S Not ae a 
NECESSARILY IMPLY THE DESTIRVCTIOND ie peacticé 
oF DEMoc RACY FoR THE CLASS WHICH means ME ! 
EXERCISES THIS DictTarorsHiP cE. 


OVER OTHER CLASSES... THE 
REBEwi0nyS Among THE SLAVES oF 
ANTIQUITY REVEALED THE ESSERE 
oF THE STATE of THAT PERIeD AS 
TRE DICTAWRSHIP oF THE 
SLAVEHOLDERS . DID THIS Do AWAY 
WITH DemocRacy EXERCISED 
AmenG StAveHotpERs BETHWER”) 
THemseives 7.” 


DICTATORSHIP OF THE 
REPRESEN TATION 


OF THE 
Procetariat / 


and that on the day after the revolution the new social organisations should be set up not by the free integration 
of workers’ associations, villages, communes and regions, from below upwards, in line with the needs and 
instincts of the people, but solely by the dictatorial power of the learned minority, allegedly expressing the 
general will of the people. 


ay 


A VILLAGE, SomeWHERE 1) RYSSIA, 
SOMETIME PYRING THE Civil WAR .--- 


sare Tite TSAR is DEAD. 
~ 2° LONG LIVE TSARiSm! 
S267 You ARE T Awnovnce @ 
TO THE ViLiacers THAT 
y 1AM GIVING THEm THREE AS 
i / aM | Daeys Te PRocuRE AND UG 
iy MOQ. snie our FIVE THovsand J 


TD Comply WITH THIS 

ORDER WILL ENTAIC 
WHOLESALE 
SMOCTIANGS.-> 


The Tsac +s peap! 
LonG Live THE 
eLuNonahy — 


9VT TEN THOVIAND 
Poops oF GRAS. F 
tigen TO Comply 
' R Will 
Fe\ EtAc i nove sue 


yy 


FINE FLAmny! 

we Ruers’ REvetvTioN 
THIS 15 = 1 Dow‘T HOLD 
PowER ,4ov Doss Het D 
Pow rR , NER DOES 
(7REGORY NORPYOTR, 


SENSES OF THE 


WweRP 'REpRresewt’ Are 


ov, you sé€e - 
WE PARTY BUREAUCRATS 


NoR Ivan, NoR CLAIm PBE THE 
STEPANY , NOR A REPRESENTATIVES OF 
ANYONE ELSE THE PEOPLE .... 
KNOW -- : 
S$ WHO DeGS. WE Aiso PRESENT 
OVRSELVES AS THEIR 
REPRESENTATIONS — 
So WHAT IF it's only 
THEIR IMAGE THAT 
HeCDS PoweER- THE 
THICK =CLoDS Wor'T 


The representation of the people is a fiction. The fact is that the masses are ruled by a small handful of privileged 
individuals elected (or for that matter not even elected) by crowds herded together on election day, ignorant of 
whom they elect, and why. Upon this fictitious and abstract expression of the imagined general will of the 
people, of which the real living people have not the slightest conception, the theory of the State and that of 


revolutionary dictatorship are based. 


18 


"1d THE RED ARMY AFTER MANY “Ind THE INTERESTS “WITHOUT ComPuLsions 
MeNTHS IN WHICH MASS MEETINGS OF THE FURTHER THINGS WILL NeT RE Done 


REIGNED SUPREME , The NEW DiScipuwe of FEN SiIVE iT is WiTHovT Aw APPA CAINS A 
THAT BEGAN TD PRewIL DIDNoT INAWY |NECESSARY TOHALT) OF ComPursions WE te 
NOW THE OFFENSIVE | SHALL wot RE ABLE TO 


per PAUL SHORT oF THE DISPUNE OF | Upem CariTAL..." | TAKE lH 
“er WE NEED... 


\ 

X OLD ARMY THIS INCLUDED 

()) HARSH, STRIAIGENT mMEeasuces, / “STATE CArITALISm \ AT Any cosr DisciPL WE 
1S A STEP AND SUBMISSIONS To 


y, 7 einG Even AS FAR AS ” 
, Y SHoeTiImGS -MEASURES TOWARDS SomALiso ! ORPERS must RE Z 
f r whic EVEN THE OLD CARRIED ouT wih q «7 
» “4 GI GOVERN MEST DiD 
BrooT visvALI2ZE.. 


RvuMvess vigour!" AWE 
i 


MT he | 
WIT \S NECESSARY To LEARN 
Agout STATE CAPITALISM FROM 
THE GERMANS, TO ASSINILATE 
THEIR METHODS , NOT TO SPARE ANY 
DICTATORIAL METHODS IN) ORDER To 
ACCELERATE THE WESTERN ZATION OF 
BARBAR OVS RVISIA,... TO Govern WITH 
GREATER FIRMNESS THAN THE 
CAPITALISTS Dip ! " 


“THE RUSSIAN ISG A pooR WoRKER...” 

“THE INDYSTRIAL ROLE OF The UNioasS, 
INDYSTRIAL DEMOCRACY — THESE ARE 
MERE TRIFLES WHEN Not Accompanied BY 


DISCIPLINARY CouRTs.. ” a 
-— HENRY FeRD, 


‘ , 1 Beveve... 
cnet. IVAN, | THK 
t ‘ 
PATiNe o) IT's TIME Fer 
os 


( MW WF “ THE SocrAust STATE = 
—_ ¢ IVES THE CAPITALIST THE MEAs > 

OF PRobDYCTIOay THAT Now 

CONS TIWVTE ITS PROPERTY — 

FACRRIES, Raw MATERIALS MINES. 

THE CAPITALIST Werks Ag A 

We fetintan’ he A LESSEE , USING 

The AST EANS oF oD 

Giwies Gang es on) es CaP 

7 To 

PE Fae oP Te BeOS SeINUET Stare 


“HE MAY BE AN ARCH-CRip 

WE (5 A BusivessmaAny wie poygire tl ag 
SOMETHING TD Deo WITH THE ORGANISATION) oF 
PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION FoR MiLions A is 
TENS OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE, — WE must TRY TO 
LEARN FRom Him... % 


it'> THE NEW Economic 
Pourcy, cAdS — NO MoReE 
SOVIETS IN THIS FACTORY. 
P CABov@ ts micit- 
-ARIZED IF You 
WANT An EXTRA 
MALL AFeF BREAD, 
PPL 


AS FRom TeDAY, - 
You'RE OW PIECE 


WoRRY, You" c 
SOON GET THE Ma Y 
HANG of (T.. Os 

T's PUTo pe 
WITh R VEW 
SYSTEM Of 
aed CALLED 
‘TAYLeRISm’.. 
~~. gf 


“MECHANICAL LABoIZATOEIES 
WE ARE stupyInG THE ovT- 
PUT OF AN Assemgcy LINE 

WIRKER.... - 
--.. TO SEE HOW much 

SHIEAT WE CAN scRew 

OUT oF HIM..++ 


THis 15 A woeKEs ' 
STATE ! OWcy LiLy- 
-LIVERED INTEUEC TS 
FEAR FACTORY 
Discipeie! 


The doctrinaire socialists who aim to overthrow the existing authorities and regimes, in order to build a 
dictatorship of their own upon the ruins, never were and never will be enemies of the State, but on the contrary 
always were and always will be its zealous champions. It is clear why. They are only enemies of the 
powers-that-be because they cannot take their places. They are enemies of the existing political institutions 
only because these institutions stand in the way of their own dictatorship, but they are at the same time the 
most ardent friends of State power. Without such power, the Revolution, by freeing the working masses, 
would obviously not allow this minority of would-be revolutionaries any opportunity to put the people into a 
new harness and shower upon them the blessings of their new governmental measures. 
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RIVATE “IN DIVIDVAL APPROPRIATION of So THE conTinvar ceMrion of NEW OfFILES , 


n) 

opERTY 1S No! SURPLUS VALVE 15 Sv&EEDED OF NEW BUREAUCRATIC jSTITUTION)S , FoR 
BY A CoUectivE perRerRianien) WHICA OFFICIALS ARE NAMED AND REMYNECATED 
By THE STATE ... BEFORE THESE NEW iWISTITUTIen)S LEGIN TO 
THE BueéavcRacy Depvers AN OPERATE...” (‘PRAYDA’, FER.I99 ) 5) 


UNWARRANTED PoRTION FKom 
THE worn of THE SUgTECT 
CLASSES... WHICH CoRZESPONIDS J 
More oR Less Te THE OLS 
CAPITALIST PROFIT- of 
(BAS SovovARM) - 


ace 


e) 


\ 


r0be 
“AN EMPLOYEE OF THE COMMISARIAT i 


OF LIPETZK , IN ORDER TD Buy NINE 
Goxes of NALS AT THE PRICE of 
417 RevGles, HAD Fir in 20 
FORMS, OBTAIN TEN ORDERS AND 
THIRTEEN SIGNATVRES , Aad HAD 
T? WAIT Twe Days to GET THEM, 


“enca of US SEES ERCH DAY 

INNUMERABLE CASES oF VieLEnce , 

AGVSE oF POWER, CORRIPTION, 

LAZINGSS ETC. Alt of vs Kajow 

2 THAT INTO oVR Soviet INSTITUTIONS 

/ CRETING AND inscComPeETENTS HAVE 
ENTERED EN MASSE..." 
(OPRAVDA’ FES. 19:9) 


qe Famineg Is 


oa 


que vawve of OUR \ 


BAD- THE . 
WAKES 5 GEIS \ Fopucanion oF hie eee SoviET RvSA' 
SMAWER mer, of eight only THING » rae AEP as THE LAwD oF 
OR nsctiens TAS Amount oF | That GETS \ THEPE ARE, HERE AID HELE, TEN miLLion) 
PRopitineD Jagan you LEME! BIGcER 1S THE | caccenssts , soupiens Of BugeavcRArs 
‘ MALLER.. ORTYNE, wite HAVE FASTENE son 
ond tis BUREAVCRACY ! OnTD AY Sat BEAVSE WE ARE w 


PoweR...” 

“... WE WEED A TERRORISTIC 
PURGE..." } 
WWE SHALL BE FIGHTING THE 


Evics oF BvREAUCRacy 
FoR MANY “Ze OW) : 
YEARS To 
ap’ we'd Gerrer te | 
A covece - IT’be 
CREATE THE RIGAT 


Come... “ 

ImPRESSION WITH THE 
Peope... . 
NAWRALLY , VE CAN T 
PYRGE ThE ENTIRE 
Bvecauceacy, oR oR 
ADminisTRanon WKHL 
COLLAPSE ENTIRELY... 
AS A CENTRAUST, 
ImMuUST SAY THAT A 
Bad ByReAucracy 
iS BETTER THAN Wo 
Bueeavertacy at 


4) ul = ig 5 ~* — 
ISS 
Som 


THE HISTORICAL 
ABSVEDITY oF AvTDCANIC 
Bueenucency IN A 
CLASSLESS SOCIETY 
Cannot BE 

SUS TAIWED AnD 
Wilt hot BE 
SYVSTANED 
INDE Finn TET 


(Teotsky, 
(935) 


"WHEN TRoTsky WROTE TH'S, 
HE WAS SAYING AN ABSURD 
THING ABovT THE 'HiSToRicAL 
ABSURDITY ! IN HISTORY 
THERE 1S N° ABSURDITY. AN 
Avtec@anc BURERUCEACY 

IS A CLASS , THEREFORE IT 
(1S NoT ABsvRD THAT IT 
SHOULD EXIST IN A Society 
WHERE CLASSES REMAIN), — 
THe Bumenucfaric class 
AND THE PROLETAZIARS 
CLASS. IF THE USSR WASA 
CLASSLESS' SOCIETY, IT WOULD (CAMILLO 
Also BE A Society WwittouvT Berner. ) 
PR Butenuceanic AUTRCRACY , 

WHICH 1S THE NATURAL FRUIT i 
OF THE PERMAWENT EXISTENCE oF THE STATE 


AS A maenxist , WHO SUPPOSEDLY 
BELIEVES CHARACTER TOBE THe PRobvcT 
OF SeciAL FORCES, | TOO OUGHT TO MAISTAIA 
THAT THERE iS No ABSURDITY IN) HisTeRY.-- 
1f THIS WERE So, IT WeveD Folro.) THAT 
The BvecAuceatic CLASS AwD ITS Evirs 
ACE The Dikect PRodvcr oF Boisnevit 
IPEOLOGY. 1 CAN HARDLY ADmiT THAT TP 
MYSELF, LET ALONE To THE MASSES--- 
INSTEAD, | HAVE Te TALK oF ‘GeoD’ F 
BueenucRaTs AwD ‘BAD! oves, of ‘ABYSES 
OF Aw OTHERWISE SHowesT’ SYSTEM. 
But How To ACCOUNT FoR svcd ‘ABUSES’ 7 
1'm FoRcEp To PRomoTe THE VERY 
UN-MARMIST LINE THAT THEY ARE 
PERPETRATED By WICKED PEOPLE, 
wie must Be PunisHED. IN SHeRT, 
1 CAN ONLY THINK Like A CoP... 
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einnrish 


THE Logic of REPRESSION)... | . \ wH iTS 


NATIONAC AWD INTERNATIONAL WHITE 
REACTION — ONE ARMY AFTER ANOTHER \ 
OF TSARIGTS AND FOREIGN) INTERVENMOAS «STS 
1$ ATTempTing 10 RE-ESTABUSH THE 01D 
ORDER | Ne REvervTIeNARY cf ANY 
PERSUASIONS CAN PENY THAT THIS (5 / wnité 
WAR THE Demin ! So FAR, 50 400d... / Cossacks 


oe 
[hou smn THE 
BousHevik PARTY IS THE 


PowEeR Ful SINGLE 
[Pacries mre ine” Sx 
4 
Ke 
-. THEREFORE , Avy 


Xa se { 
< << ‘ 
PLuTIeNARY WHO , us wv 


| 
| AGAwst ThE VHTES, 
victory mvsT DEPEYD 
Ov THE Svccess FUL 
LEADERSHIP OF THE LAR 
Erfekt By THe PARTY.. 
' 


DEFIES THIS LEADER: f 
“SHIP WEAKENS 
THE Wat EFfoeT fy 
AND AIDS THE (© 
WeTEs !q0 Pvt 
IT SIMPLY , iF yo" 
DISAGREE will VS, YoU 
Axe , oByect wey, A 

COVMITER - REvelLvTonaky! | 
ees 


\ 


J ae 
patel ene Me |i 
| WoPsi-FAmovs |: . / 

PartcAr jy ( COMRAPE : Just oNe TAP kh, 
sack. PSHONIST o> LADIES AND | WitH Mf TRYNCHEOA) —s, 
APPFAK ING > GENTLEMEN). 4 [| -Aanem — magic = < 
Tete! | Yau see Bepore tov A DIALECTICAL WAND, — 

we Reus i - AND The MAGIC 

SIMPLE Revol TONAR/ woRpe™ cue ~ 

MAYBE ANANARCHIET, — | YORDS “DICTATEESHIF , / ~ 
AN £-R A MENSHEMK, OF THE PROLETARIAT 
A DISIL YHONED BolSHevin | 
OR FustT A GRUMPY 
PEASANT - HE HAS 
NoTHING IN Mis POCKETS, 
AWD No sTRings 


INSTANTLY TRANSFORMED 
INTo A PETTY - RoURGEOIS 

WHITE. “CVARDIST CouNTER- 
REVoLuTiowagy Baypit 


—_——— ~~ 
“THos€ woo vPHOLD THE EQUALITY 
OF WORKERS AND PEASANTS ARE L'm Consistent ! iy 


 VNDER THE BED-- 0.K., BuT You 
TN CAaS'T pur 17 
ay AL Lown) T PARTISANS OF THE LJHITE GENERALS. 1 EVERY CONFRONTATION 
MY PERSONAL -- EVEN IF TREY ARE AoT ALTOGETHER OR DisagecemenT | 
NIGHTMARE... AWARE of iT.. ” HAVE IDEWTIFIED THE 
ee " : “J SOcuUTiony IMPLIED B 
THE MENSHE KS AND SociAL J IMPLIED BY 
-REVOLUTIONISTS ARE THE ACLOmPUCES i ee DECISIONS --- 
OF THE WHITE GvARDISTS, some BY pe Beat Bey 
DESIGN AND Tovar spite, oTHERS { TEIN Mt ome 
SECESRE BE A E6CK AE NPE ~ENANKE Of MINOBITY 
“STANDING... ” 
POWER REQUIRES 
“THeSE THAT Do NoT BACK ve THE THAT , EVERY TImE 
RED ARMY WHOLEHEAeTEDLY ...ARE | THERE ISA Dispute 
PARTISANS OF KoLCHAK , AND ARE, | Me Oia merce 
To BE RUTHLESS y DEstRoyED... © “~~ SvPPRE SED, IF eee 
“IF you Don't REFRAID FRom OPENLY i VECESSARY, BY : 
Decree: SVC VIEWS , You | THE Minority 
ty WIL BE PUT AGAINST THE WALL -- JKEEPS GETTiAsC, 
\ .- WE SHALL HAVE To TREAT YoU SMALLER --- 
\" THE WORST AwD most 


: en 
(Se i'm scared oF WHITes ~~ 


You've Got To ADmit - 


PARMEYL WHITE -GUAR DIST 
ELEmensTs... ” 


The State inevitably means domination... 
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5o - Anyone Vio 


CONSTITUENT 


Tien) 5 
THE SovuTien 


AN, DISS ZEES WITH ; 
vs 18 A WHITE! ASSEMBLY Pane aye Asser Vid 
Anp IF THEY Election REsucTs “Cy “4 hi 

; DEC. 1917 
y” THEY Soon) Bouraters paeties- 13% 
Wilt BE By BorsHevixs - 25% 


THE TIME WE vE 
Fins tSHED WiTH 
THEm.... 

we'Lt START WITH 
THose PouTicAr 
(\ PARTIES THAT 
STIL EXERCILE 
AN UNHEALTHY 


| MENSHEVIKS - 4% 
SOCIAL -REVOLUTIONARIES 


Hmm... 

Loos ASIF A mAJORITY 
OF THE PepULATION) HAVE 
voTED penne Sort of 
rs VOLV TOA, 
Peemoce ney Yeven) 


f 
y it AIF They HAVEN'T 
ey 
Vip THE TRovBLe 's, THEY ——— 


Don'T UNDERSTAND WHAT 
THE oTHER 
MAY 1918p CONVENTION Of 
SOCIBL- REVOLUTIONARIES 


RAIDED AND 
DELEGATES ARRESTED... 


Cove ity MENSHEVIKS Aud 
SOCIAL - REVoLUTIONARIE § 


EXPELLED FRom THE EXEWTWVE 

committee of SOVIETS... 
MANY LEADING “LEFT” S-R 5 
AzReste>... PARTY UNOFFICIALLY 


PROSCRIBED --- 
$0 FAR, AS 
REVOLUTIONARIES , 
We HAv' 


cal 
i Ut ul \ 


5TH. Congress 
SOviETS 
suey 18 


WE Won 'T win THIS 
VoTe - THE BotsHevins 
HAVE A MA 


RK ovr parers! 


A DELEGATES To CONFEREKKE 
OF S-R's IN ASTRAKHAN) 
€ ALL ARRESTED Awd SHOT--- 


covorerateD, BvT \ /seE : 
NoW THERE'S oMey PT 1G ETc... Corot exc... ETc... 


7? 


SEE - 
|} ToLd you 
THey WERE 
WHITES -= 


PSsST-...- WANT 
Some RIFLES , 
MMVUNITION ; 
f\ LITTLE - AHEM “> 
ASSISTANCE --: 5 


ALL METHODS I 
HUST Be Good: 


ADMIRAL KOLCHAK , WHITE 
‘SUPREME CommAnpeR', (91¢.. 


...which shows that the idea of a ‘People’s State’ is a ridiculous contradiction, a fiction, a falsehood—though 
doubtless an unconscious falsehood—and a most dangerous pitfall for the proletariat, however popular it 
might be made in form, the State will always be an institution of domination and exploitation, and therefore a 
permanent cause of slavery and misery. Consequently the only way to emancipate the people economically and 
politically, to provide them with well-being and freedom... 
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--- AND NEXT, WE 

DisPose oF THE 

ree HERESY OF 
Ut - THE HERESY of 

HERESIES - THE 

VERITAGLE ARCH - 

-HERESY - THAT 

BLASPHEMY 

FeR WHICH THERE 

IS No FoRGivevess — 


MINORITY Am { 
MENS " Mm THE Demand FoR ATEURS : 
(“MENSHEVIKS A OBEDIENCE PoALL J Bl a gt ats gat 
WE must HA DECision)S OF THE A PARTY ORGANIZATION 
A BROAD, FLEXIBLE PARTY IS FoRMAL- AND AcEPr PARTY 
PARTY , -\Stic AnD DISCIPLINE ---- 
INCOR PORATIA) ; BUREAUCRATIC... 
FREE GRouPs RY, “IT IS oT THE TASK 
AnD of THE PARTY Te 
INDIVIDUALS -.; LowER ITS LEVEL To 
~~ MARTo THAT of EVERY | 


STRIKER... 
"ALL WORSHIP oF THE 


_ 


SPONTANEITY OF THE LABOUR 


J 


Oe SHoveD | OVEMENT , ALL BELITTLING 
t ve We “} apes rt 
Not impose ANE , | OF THE Rove of THE PARTY, / 4) 


IDEOLO4Y ony 
THE WORKING 
CLASSES - THEY 
WILL DEVELOP iT 
SPONTANEOVSLY... 


~% ‘ MEANS STRENGTHENING 
“d THE INFLVENICE OF 
. BouRGEO'S IDEoL 04... 


Socimrisy IDEOLOGY 
ARISES NOT FROM THE 
SPONTANEOUS MOVEMENT, 
Bvt FRom SCIENCE... 


he) 


a“ 


Ve 


Il’ THE Spier is weT "| 
TENDENCIES DEVELOP 

INDEPENDENTLY... IN |Z, 
JHE BotsHEeviks CONSTITVTE 
AN INDEPENDENT PARTY... 
i UNTIL, BY {921 .....-- 


"WE Wilt KEEPTHE =, 
MENSHEVIKS IM PRISON... 


Z “WHEN WE TALK oF 
Y wine MACHINE -GuAlS, 
7, WE HAVE IN MIND 

j, People WHo CALL THEM- 
-SELVES MENSHEVIKS.. ” 


"AN AVoWAL oF 
MENSHEVIK VIEWS 
SHOULD BE PvwUHED 
BY ovR REvoLVTIOWARY 
COURTS WITH SHOCTING , 
OTHERWISE THE LATTER 
ARE NOT Courts, BvT , 
Gem KNOWS WHAT...- 


Nb more 
votes — 

BUUETS , 
THIS TIME; 


Dipw'T | SAY 
THEY WOULD come. 
TO nNJoTHinyg 7 
WE MADE SvRE 
OF THAT... 


1920 - THE RETREAT oF THE RED ARMY AT THE Pocish 

FRONT RESVLTS IN KHOLESALE EXECUTIONS - ORDERS ARE 

a To DETAIN THASE WHo RETREAT AND SHooT ONE 1A) 
n)- ++ 


write 


THE TERROR WITHIN THE ARMY... 


i" T 
DESERTS tle oRDERS 


RY OV 
sHoT! “ayy SoLDIER 
2 Ae een 


—_— 


COMRADE WAR 
Commissar TROTSKY 
I$ SHeoTING PROMIWENT 
PARTY MEMBERS 

SERVING AT THE FRONT 
SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY 
HAVE INCVREED HIS 


1924 — Non-Bos HEeviK 
FIGHTERS OF THE IRREGULAR 
ARMY oF THe FAR EAST — 
MAXIMALISTS /LEFT’ S-R's, 


THE Aeny |S Fired 


‘miciTART 
pated Het vents THe Revewution) ANARCHISTS AnD NON ~- PARTISAN 
THE Borshevik THE IRRESUCAR REVOLUTIONARIES - WHO HAVE 
PARTY — DEFEATED BoTH WHITES AND 
DELEAATES FRot JAPANESE IWTERVENTIONISTS , 
THE ARMY ARE ARRESTED AND SHOT, 


IN) THE IwTEeRESTS Of 
FRIEVDLY RELATIONS WITH 
THE JAPANESE HIGH 
ConmMAaND-+- 


"EITHER WE CREATE A 
RICTLY DISCAPLINED y” 
ARMY, OR WE PERISH. 


s Rejects THE 
mens OF THE ‘miLITARY 
opposiness ’ 2 
“WHEN AN ARMY 15 FoRceD 
To RETREAT, MACHINE Guns 
RARE PLACED IN THE REAR. 
IF THE RETREAT TURNS 
INTO A STAMPEDE, THE 
ORDER IS Given) To FIRE, 
—AND RIGHTLY Sol” 


WE MUST ELIMINATE 
JHE SURVIVALS OF THE 
GVERILLA SPIRIT, USE THE 
MIUTARY EXPERTISE OF THE 
OFFICERS OF THE OLD ARMY, 
AND CREATE A REGULAR 
RED ARMY FoundEep on) 
IRON DISCIPLINE --- W 
WE RUN ovT oF PARTY 
VOLUNTEERS, WE SIMPLY 
INTRODUCE v 
CONSCRIPTION) 5 


INDEPENDENT MILITARY ORGANRATI ONS 
Soon) TVRNS (NTO INDEPENPENT 
PoLlinicae AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION - 


“AND WE Cow'T Have THAT I 


' DAVGASHVIL! OL i \ 
yee i 


(“STALIN”) x ff, 


25 


is No SEEMSA, Geod IDER~- € PEASANTS MAKHNeVISTS 
He tab PARTISAR) & Se eae ie pli dh faeRe of pd CS CLA AND 
AREAL REvaLUTIONARY = )RETEE S| maKHNe THAN | gawDrTs / THEY'RE 
beer ee er oF us ~ OFF T™ | League WITH DENIKIN! 
HIM & TELLHIM ARovT TH THE UKRAINE, (we'er RAID His H.@- 
DIALecTicaL MATERIALISM. | PEASAW T Lev, AWD Sort Aud AISEND AGENTS 
LET's pment Sesh Counect IvES.- THINGS OT If 

Py IN /—— 


DENmIN's BEATING mmn... YES... 
usS AGAIN - BeTrEeR / BESIDES, THE 
RESUME THE . AGENTS WERE 
ALLIANCE WITH T 


oo 


WZ 
" Ms) Wf 
is ; ‘ ge 
=f 6 
WACK DS. ‘ 
tee 


—_ = : 
iia : 
(7= 1 


AR ry mt 


NOW 2 


/ oS y A i 3 
e “ 


PEASANT ARMIES, LED BY THE ANARCHIST NELTOR MAKHAIO, FIGHT OFF, IN TURAS: 


...1s to abolish the State, to abolish all States... 
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RAID MAKHNOS 
H-.Q-/! seize 
& is stare /7 

¥, SHOOT THEN -! 


WRANGEL's BEATEN! 
WE Dow'T NEED r 
MAKHNO ANY MORE. 
TEAR uP THE < 
ALLIANCE ! 


MAKHNo HAS BEATEN 
DENIKIN — NE ‘Lt ORDER 
HIS TRooPs To THE 
PousH FRONT, AND TAKE 
OVER WHILE He SAWAY.- 


WE Dipn'T BEAT 0.K. WE UL PRomisE 
MAKHNO, Dip WE? le RELEASE OUR 
WRANGEL's INVADED \ANARCHIST 

THE CRIMER -BETTER) PRISONERS, AND 
FORM ANcTHER PROMISE HIM FREE- 


» 
Nov. 1920 


‘pS 
mat 
TS, LU) 


— 
WD 
Py 


J 2 


eee _. HETHAN san 
ee “" GRIGeRIEV Bupyenn 
DEninias WRANGEL 


J - HETMAN 
SKORoPADSKY 
as BOURGEOIS NATIONALISTS, .... WHITE GENERALS, _.. PoGRomISTS, 
. THE AUSTRO-GERMANYS & THEIR PUPPETS, ..- AND, FRom TimE TO TIME , BolSHEVIKS ... 


LIBERTARIAN RURAL COMMUNES ARE ESTABLISHED, THOUGH THE MOVEMENT Does NoT ADAPT ITSELF To THE CrTles . 
BETRAYED BY THE REDS, MAKHNO IS FORCED INTO EXILE, HIS COMMANDERS MURDERED AnD HIS ARMIES DISPERSED... 


...and once and for all to do away with what until now has been called ‘politics’. 


a 


Moscow, June If: 
MAKHNO VISITS SVERDLOV 
AnD LENIN... 


*... YOUR, ASSERTION IS FUNDAMENTALLY 
MISTAKEN. THE AWARCHIST- CommunisTs IN 
THE UKRAINE HAVE ALREADY Given many PROOFS 
THAT THEY ARE FIRMLY PLANTED IN THE PRESE:ST. 
YovR BOLSHEVIKS HAVE SCAKCELY ANY PRES Ence 


“THE WARCHISTS ARE STRONG IN 
IDEAS ABovT THE FuTuRE — IW THE 
PRESENT , THEY Don\'T HAVE THEIR 
FEET ON THE GROUND. THEIR ATriTUPE 
1S DEPLORABLE AvP BECAVSE THEIR 
FANATICISM IS DEVOID OF ContTENT, 
THEY ARE WrthovT REAL LINKS WiTH 


THIS FUTVRE WHICH THEY drean /) 
— IN OVR VILLAGES , WHERE THEY 


” 
“You Caw T DuUsPuTE THAT. HAVE PENETRATED, ofl 
VLADIMIR ILYICH'S COMMENTS ) THEIR INFLVENICE 16 
ARE Just... ” HIN‘MAL- ALMosT ew 
Alt THE COMMUNES on PEASAT Se 
ASSOCIATIONS IN THE UKRAINE 
WERE FORMED AT THE INGTK;ATIOAS 
OF THE ANARCHIST- CommuNicts... 
ed ce Peedi pag (ASSUME, THe 
' ITY 0 FREE REVOLUTIONAR 
FORCES OF The UKRAINE... AMavc then J 


AT LEAST ONE HALF HAVE Fousyr i 
UNDER THE ANARCHIST 
BANNER .....” 


"TERHAPS 1AM METAKEN.. 
'Dow'T DISPUTE IT. KuT 
mm ANYWAY MISTAKES ARE 

a UNAVOIDABLE , ESPECIALLY 
b IN OVR CURRENT 
SITVATIon) ... ” 


1, Ww ANAKCH! 


1920 : EMMY GotDMAN nosene 


AND ALEXANDER BERKMAN) \ HAVE mrs 

VISIT LENIN TD PLERD THE CASE pRison) es, 

OF ANARCHISTS IN RUSSIAN) maAKINS CAL PA an 
PRiSOA)S --- zy €o . \ . 


ay MAKHNO: 
SI AND NOTICING | HAD Become 
A UTE HoT UNDER THE ColLLAR , 
HE DID HIS REST Te PRUIFY ME 
IN A PATERNAL WA"), DIVERTING 
THE INTERVIEW VERY ADRDITLY 
ONTO ANOTHER SUBJECT. KuT My 
BRD CHARACTOR ,1F | MAY CALL 
IT THAT, WOULD NOT ALLOW ME TO 
INTEREST MYSELF IN FurTHER 
DISCUSSIONS , IN SPITE oF RU THE 
my RESPECT LENIN INSPIRED In) ME. 
aN FELT INSULTED - ALTHOUGH |! 

> KNEW THAT IN FRONT of ME 

~ ge A MAN WITH WHoM 

: J Wg THERE WERE MANY OTHER 
eZ “TOPICS TO TAKE VP AND 

FRomM Wem THERE WAS MUCH TD LERRAS, 
‘tY STATE OF MIND VAS ALTERED - MY ANSWERS 
WERE No LONGER AS DETAILED. SomETHING 
IN ME SNAPPED AND |! EXPERIENCED A 


Peninss WF EVOL’. 
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Good Jou t'vE Just 
RE-STAFFED THE RED ARMY 
TVKRACHEVSKY Did WITH _EX-TSARIST OFFICERS — 
Att THE DIRTY EVEN IF 1 DiD HAVE To 
WoRK.. LY THREATEN) to sHooT 
; THEIR FAMILIES (F 
THEY DESERT---- 


1T WAS NeTHING, 
VLADIMIR... 


NICE WORK, LEV... 
THAT's THE END oF 
TRAT “WHITE cConSPIRACY,. 
BRRR... COLD, ISN'T IT 7 


192]! THE REVOLUTIONARY SAILORS OF THE KRONSTADT SOVIET 
DEMAND AN END To GRAIN REQUSITIONS AND REFORM of WAR 
ComMUNISM,. THIS WHITE REBELLION 1S Eth tina By RED 
TROOPS UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF TROTSKY:::. 

= <— i a eee vr csesbttilét 


= The next question is: if the proletariat is to be the 
ruling class, over whom will it rule? The answer is 
that there will remain another proletariat, 
subjected to this new state domination. It might be, 
for example, the peasant ‘rabble’ 


which, as we know, does not stand in very great favour with the Marxists, and, finding itself ona lower cultural 
level, would probably be ruled by the proletariat of city and factory. 
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HERE IN THE CAUCASVS, WE'VE 
Acways BEEN WHAT You MISHT CALL a 
“SuByect PEeoPles' — WE ve BEEN 
WADED BY VIKINGS, SEMITES, 
Mong ors, TROJANS , THE GREEKS 


Romans UNdER PomPEY, 
THe BYZANTINGS, THe 
PERSIANS , THE HUNS, THE 
ARAGS, THE CRUSADER S 
And, LAST BYT NoT 
LEAST---- 


.+ UNTIL THE 


Se 


A ' a a © ae 

THE IMPERIALIST TERROR: THE LIBERATION of TRANSCAVEASIA = pT st 

AL TERR: THe UBER of TR | PS SS 
EF. 7 + . : Si 


_.. THe Russians | 
UNDER THE TSARS, 
ouR Peoples HAVE 
Ceen Expro'TEd, 
RvssitFieD, AND 
INE\TED To MUTVAC 

on) 


FeBevary RevowTien 
GAVE US THE CHANCE T? 
ESTAELUH INDEPENDENT 


GveERMMENTS — 
NaneoNausT 


evisaravises in 


, 


ZERBAIDSAN 
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Fin, FINE--- . 
If ANYONE COMPLAINS , 
I DIDN'T AVTHORISE IT, 
0-K.? WE'LL BLAME IT 
on STALIN oT 


ySVAL 
oTion) - RounD vu? 


ta] 
oLITICOES AWD 
STAMP OW 


CHANGES MUCH 
IN THIS PART 
OF THE Wworcp... 


THE Logic oF REPRESSION - CONTINVED ..- 
THe Cut of THE LIVING DEAD .-- 


THE BELL CHIMES am 
IN RED SQUARE... 2 


MIPNIGHT IN THE aR “aw 
LENIN MAUSOLEUM... 77 / 
- 


LENIN 1S DEAD! 
LONG Live 

Leninisy J 
U7 7 ee, 


“Pr WAS FASCINATED 
BY THE INSUPERABLE 
FoRce OF LENIAY'S LOGic , 
WHICH , ALTHOU4H SOMEWHAT 
DRY, STEADILY Tok POSSESSION § , 
OF THE AVDIENCE ,GRADVALY } "WE CommuNisTs : 
ELECTRIFYING IT AND THEN) ( ARE PEOPLE of A SPECIAL 
CAPTURING IT ComPLETELy . Moucp. WE ARE THose WHo- 
| REMEMBER MANY OF THE FORM THE ARMy oF ComRAv€ 
DELEGATES REMARKINIG, THAT \LENIN). THERE IS NoTHING = 
THE LOGIC oF LEéNin's SPEECHES ) HIGHER THAN THE HonovR 7 
RESEMBLED ALL- PowErRFUL OF BELONGING To THIS y 
TENTACLES WHICH GRIPPED ARMY. THERE 15 NOTHING 
LIKE PINCERS, AND FRom wich ) HISHER THAN THE TITLE 
THERE WAS No ESCAPE - ONE OF MEMBER OF THE PARTY ” 
EITHER HAD To SuRREePER T? WHose FouNDER AND x 
Him oR FACE UTTER FaiuRE...” ALADER IS COMRADE LENIN! 


a 2 . ma warns (i'sf 
f By 


4 


You ARE $0 FAMILIAR 
WITH THE TERM LENINISM 
THAT You MAY Find IT 
DiIFFICVLT TO REALISE How 
STRANGE IT SOUNDED WHEN 
FIRST | PROMOTED iT - 
AFTER ALL, WE MARXISTS 
ARE SUPPOSED T? WORSHIP 
IMPERSONAL FeRCES, NoT 
INDIWIDVAL PERSONALITIES --- 
But wHat WAS LENIN AS 

A MAN 7 Ne MoRE THAN 
THE EMBODIMENT of HIS 
OWN IDEOLOGY ,wHicH | 
INHERIT... THE CULT OF 
LENIN AND THE CULT OF 
STALIN ARE eNE CULT - 
IF HE HAD Lived, HE 
Would Have Done 
PREaUseLy WHAT | 
AM DONG .--- 


who KNews WHAT | 
Like BESt FOR BREAK- 
-Fast? MY TASTE IN 
Foorverr 7 THE NAMES 
OF MY WiF€ AND CHILDREN. 
LIKE LENIN, | HAVE Nd 
FRIENDS OUTSIDE PeciTics ~ 
ILive iN MY IDEA - 
IW NE, AWD IN ME ONLY 


i'm JoT IN THIS 
FoR PERSeNAL wEAGH, 
You KajoW)... MOR FER 

PERSONAL AGGRAND-— 
-1ZEMENT, NOR EVEN) 
FoR THe REUSH OF 

PERSONAL POWER... 
I SINCERELY BEUEVE 


" STALin - THE 
GENWS OF THE 
NEW WoRLp — THE 
WISEST MAW oF ” 


“To Be A Discipre 
oF staun AnD A, 
VEHICLE OF STAUN S& 


Pouicy 1¢ AN HoNeUR } tHE Epocy ' f 
ered, wits =» J” Dons my BEST THE RUREAVCRAN< ATom 
For EVERY PR (‘PRADA are toe PEopie of FinD THE Common Ppa: 
T UNION - OF THEIR RIGHT - 


-Arian ! 


NOV-I936 
IN my PERSON) RESIDES 


Dotores 
(BARRURI - THE onty PRACTICAL 
tA pled oe FALSEMOOD 
ind Pow 


PASIONARIA” 
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AS A MePERATE SociausT, | SEE Colt ABoRAnion 
WITH THE Communists AS THE DEST 
RovTle Te STABLE GovERAMENT - 
AeTSER FL, THEY HATE THE 
ANARCHISTS AND THE P-0.U-M. 
AS MUCH AS WE DO... 
(THINK WE SHouLdD SET 

ey TETHER ON CERTAIN, -EF,- 
mM MEASURES... 


SPAIN,  * 
4 937: 


OVERNMENT FORCES, 
UNDER THE GROWING 
Infuvence OF THE 

j ConmuNnisSt PARTY, 

‘ p Attack PEASANT ; 
Pe VT OUECTIVES IN THE 
LEVANTE 3% ARAGON... 


JUST A MINVTE,MY FRIEND ! ev Caw'T 
LEAP STRAIGHT InJT? SociAusmM . WE HAVE WINNIN WAR WILL 
T? Eliminate FEUDALISM First! THE BE ep ng POSS BLE 
MUST PRECEDE SociAlism - YouRE DEFYING THE } wittevT THE REVO- 
; LAWS OF HISTORY If -LuTION IN THE REAR- 


ES Wa -GVARD! 
But we RE QuiTe "4 


AS A TYPICAL SMALL In THE FIRST B 
BYSINESSMAN, EMPLOYING MONTHS OF THE 
ONLY HALE A DeLEN PEOPLE, fit "H), aa WAR , OVR PARTY 
1'm WORRIED STIFF ABouT 2 Ss HAS MoRE THAN 
THE LISERTAKIAN REVEL ~- PRs) DOVBLED mi SLE 
-UTION -.. ARE THEY Py] T? 24, MILLION 
Gone TY TAKE OVER MY NAMI MEMBERS - 40% 
Business 27 THE ONLY Oh / OF THEM ARE 
FoRCe DEFENDING SHALL fig | Feo THe PETTY 
PROPERTY 1s THE ij BouRCEOISIE -"- 
COMMUNIST PARTY ~ 1 THAR 2a — 


| lie Li 


INDavecte 
PRIETO 


4 
(WnsTeR) 


3 Jo Force You To ! 
|} WE'RE THE POLICE - 
Ree MEN OF History /! 


THe ONLY REAL 
=" DILEMMA IS - EITHER 
Y\| VICTORY OVER PRANCO 

TUROVS HW A REVOLTIONA) 
WAR — oR DeFeat !! 
wit 


“2 


NO REvouTION - THIS 
1S A NEW KIND of 
REVOLVTI ON , THAT 
OPENS UP PERSPECT- 
“IVES OF A SOUAUST 


THe (DE000Gy oF THE 


PLURALISTIC PATHS 
TO Socjqusy..- 


i WE DIDN'T SEIZE pourTicac) & 
Power, BUT NEHER gael if 
DID WE DESTROY It J! mW 


aS ng " 7 | WE JUST IGNORED IT, 


= A K< AND Now IT HAS Come 
ye N 


; BACK Te DESTRoY vs ! 
“poe THE INTERVENTION OF THE 


2 Al 


‘The proletariat elevated to a ruling class’: what exactly does this mean? Will the proletariat as a whole be at the 
head of the government? Will the whole people govern, and will there be no-one to be governed? 
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" jd THE PEOPLE's ARMY 
THE CommissaR TEACHES 
THE RECKVIT THAT 
VICTORY DEPENDS orn CARLI- 
ING ovt uN QvESTen INGLY 
AND vNWAVERINGLY 
WHATEVER ORDER THE 
MILITARY COMMAND MAY 


"A SALUTE IS THE MILITARY WAY OF SALING “HEeLo’.. 
A SALVTE 1$ THE QUICKEST, EASIEST WAY FOR A SoLdIER 
T? SAY Te AN OFFICER : “WHAT ARE YovR ofERS? | 
Am READY Te CARRY THEM ovT-:- 

A SALvTE 18 NoT UNDEmecRATic... 
A SAtvTE IS A SIGN THAT A ComRrarde 
wHe HAS BEEN AN EG eCENTRic 
INDiVIDYVALIST INy PRIVATE LIFE 
HAS AdyusSTED HIMSELF To 
THE CoLECcTIVE WAY oF 
GETTING THINGS Done... 


ae TAL, CT | 
Nit 


~ 


ee et 
‘gp 


Wx 


\, 
Wii 
Veil ot 


yell N 
“be = 
Vel 


Gr = = 


JHE INTERNAT“ A zs 
NU gga — 
: “Wy USED MY NEN AvTHoRITY “ 
IF ANYONE LOSES AN inch 
2 ee OP OF GRowNd, HE MST RETAKE 
MEANI WHO DAREDp To DisSpvTE IT AT The HEAD er HU MeN 
MY WORD, ConviN CED THAT oR BE ExecuTeD... ” 


THIS WAS NECESSARY 
BH” FoR MILITARY Discipline” 
fe Jorn GATES, Commissar, 
WU fF «\Sth. INTERNATIONAL BRIGADE... 


GENERAL ENRIQVE USTER .. 


:—= Spa 
1928: THE REPUBuicaWw ARMY EXPERIENCES THE TIGHTEAING GRIP of THe Communist PARTY... 


If there is no government, there can be no State, but if the State exists there will be people who are governed, 
and so there will be slaves. 
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/ HANG ONA tunuTe! Let's 
KEEP POWER AT HOME -we iL 
REVERSE THE SOVIET MepeL 


Controc AN) OUR PewER 
DEPENDS ON SevIET AID -- 
Wet ae OVR own 


Wnat 5 


7 


GOING on 
—S\/ THIS POPLAR 
GETTING ovT oF 
KAND, Anp 1 SEEM 
SUPPORT, NOT GAINWSG 
Power .. THIS MUST 


: MovEMENT Uf 

\~ g! 

To BE LaSING 
BE HE TWO LINE 
STRVGGLE --- 


"MAO SEEKS To CHANGE THE SOCIAL PERSONALITY 
ACCORDING Te THE PouiTICAL AND Economic NEEDS 
OF A SINGLE DICTATORIAL PARTY STATE ... 
ANYTHING THAT SUPPRESSES THE SELF FoRMS 
THE CORE OF MA0-TSE -TUNG'S STANDARD of 
ETHICAL VALUES - THIS Pope OF ETHICS 


MANIFESTS ITSELF IN A ‘SELFLESS 
PERSonacity | THIS 15 NoT THE 1." 


S] THe ‘cucr of THE IDL’ HAS Made 
MAO TSE -TUNG THE Focus of AL 
PASSIONS, AND THE DESIRES & HOPES oF 
THE PEeopLe ARE SUBLIMATED INTO THE 
WORSHIP of MAO... THE MoDEL THAT 

| MRo TSE-TUNG USES To REFORM Human 
THOVGUTS 1S LoONTRARY TO THE 
HUMANISM OF SOCIALISM, IT ISA 
MixXquRE of RELIGiovs THougHTs Anp 
Fevupac Deas " 

(Yu snvet , “THE Dusk of RaTionqurty *) 


~) 


SUBLIME STATE REACHED 
THROUGH RELIG IOUSNESS, 
BVT A CRVEL SUPPRESSioN 
OF DESIRES Brovgut AzouT 
By Force ” 

(SAV CHO, “THE SeciAL 
PERSONALITY IN CHINESE 
COMMUNIST SociETY “ ) 


THE MASSES Don T TAKE 
JOO WELL To CERTAIN 
ASPECTS OF Couecrivisn | 
We CAN'T Knock IT 


8 emcees | 


This dilemma is solved very simply in Marxist theory. By a people’s government they mean the rule of the 
masses by a small privileged minority. But, they say, this minority will consist of workers. Yes, indeed—of 
ex-workers, who once they become rulers or representatives of the people, cease to be workers and begin to 
look down on the toiling masses. From that moment, they represent not the people but only themselves and 
their own claims to govern. 
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“CARRY ouT CHAIRMAN MAO'S 
INSTRYCTIONS WHETHER You , 
UNDERSTAND THEM OR NOT... 
(UN PAC) 


() § THE Fag 


WE HAVE NoT FoRGoTren THE 

DAILY READING, WHICH RESEMBLED 
THE INCANTATION OF SPELLS , THE 
‘DISCUSSION - APPLICATION ‘WHICH 
BECAME MORE AND MORE HYPO - 


eee 


CULTURAL 
“CRITICAL , THE GROTESQUE 

LOYALTY DANCE ', AND THe ; REVOLV TION / / 
EXCRUCIATINGLY MULTITYDINOUS 

RITUALS of SHOWING LoYaLty - IT 5 THE LOGICAL SoLVTION, 


THE DIALECTICAL syntHesis — 
PERSONAL BuReaucearic 
POWER ESTABLISHED VNDER 
THE GUISE OF A Fictimovs 
POPULAR MoVEMENT -AND IF 
THE FiCtioN GETS Too REAL, 
THE MILITARY CAN CALM THINGS 


"WHY Dip CHAIRMAN 
Mao, WHo STRONGLY 


MORNING PRAYERS, EVENING 
PENITENCES , RAWIES , FALLING - 
“IN , REPORTING FOR AND QuIT- 
TING WORK , WRITING LETTERS, 
MAKING PHONE CALLS , EVEN 
TAKING MEALS — WHICA WERE 
INVARIABLY PAINTED WwiTH 
VIOLENT RELIGIOUS CoLovRS AND 
SHROVDED IN RELIGIOVS ATHaS- 
~PHERE . IN SHORT, LOYALTY 


ADYOCATED THE ‘cornu’ 
OCCUPIED ONE HYNDRED PER , 
CENT of The TIHE AND one SUDDENLY OPPOSE THE 
HVNDRED PERCENT of THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
SPACE... ” WE DEMAND THAT, IN SHANGHAI PEOPLE ‘s 


Li CHENG -T TEN, “CONCERNING 
SOCIALEST DEMOCRACY * , WALL 
POSTER ) 


YovR BOOKS ARe BIC 


AGORD WITH THE SUENTIFIC 
YREHISES OF CHAIRMAN MAS 
1 Do NoT AGREE THAT )\ INVINCIBLE THOUGHT, RED 
THE HONOURABLE Task oF | SHovLD Be MADE THE 

THE DUNG-CARRIER IS COLOUR FoR ‘Go’ NoT ‘stop’ 


DEGRADING !! IF ON ALL TRAFFIC BE Estags 
Poisonous weeps !! as Ie Se rt 2: Wh To DEGRADE IMMEDIaTecy ?- “ 
= JON , YOU Ime S - - 
WILL DRAW THE apport in RR, WHITHER CHina 7 | 


. u SHENG -WU-LIEN RED 
DUNG-CART.! GVARDS oF HUNAN 


PROVINCE ) 


| Hmn... 15 
SOMETHING WRONG ? /gumt 
HAVE We Been | 


These representatives will be convinced socialists, and learned socialists at that. The terms ‘learned socialist’ 
and ‘scientific socialism’, found constantly in the writings and speeches of the marxists, indicate that this 
would-be People’s State will be nothing else but the despotic rule over the working masses by a new select 
aristocracy of genuine or sham scientists. Since the people lack education, they will be freed from the cares of 
government, and completely regimented into one common herd of governed people. Emancipation indeed: 
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CUBA 195): he HANDED IT TO. eee SURE, FIDEL! 1'VE ALWAYS Got on | 195): 
/ . (Cerone BARQUIN, WHO J _ ue: The F op a 26m. Jury diate oh 
I T IT, FORSOME JR yi Ont .S.P. (Communst 
THE DICTATOR BATISTA | ne nseN, To HE, =| REyoLUTIOWARIES AROUND...) ovF,(Commamnet) 
ah SAY. am 2. & 
| GIVE UP. THE ENTIRE UST A TRADITIONAL (Oe FAB : / 
popbation IS IN REVOLT: |\ ‘CauPILLO’ REALLY, ef Fpeila ; | THINK WE COUD — 
| GEQUEATH POWERTe | \ Lim A FewRadicar MYL : START 6Y"PURIFYING 
GENERAL CANNLLO.... IDEAS ... AFTER ALL ‘A Fn! m7 THE MOVEMENT OF 
ys PLENTY | ie Ser cis RY, LIBERAL AND 
NTY OF RIGHT: TRS eT Z 
“WING AMERICAN_(( AX Uy, "Zi. 
Dictators Have £* ras * 4 
BEEN KEEN ONAY) ZZ AS i, 5A + COMBINED © 
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The Marxists recognise this contradiction. Having realised that government by scientists will be, despite its 
democratic appearance, a veritable dictatorship, and the most offensive and despicable type of government in 
the world, they console themselves with the idea that this dictatorship will be only temporary and short-lived. 


36 


otes a citg eg TRE 
TWe HAD To SEIZE REVOLUTIONARY VERY 
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REMAIN WiTH THE CENTRE... 


~.__\ 


We Don't WANT THESE 
ASSEMBLIES To BECOME 
CONSUMER COMPLAINT 
SESSIONS , OR, WORSE STKL, 
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"Don'T FORGET - we 
ARE ONE INDIVISIZLE 
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They say that the only concern of this government will be to educate and uplift the people, economically and 
politically, to such an extent that government will no longer be necessary, and that the State, once it has lost its 


political character, that is, its character of domination, will transform itself into a completely free organisation 
of economic interests and communes. 
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They say that this State yoke, the dictatorship, is a transitional means necessary for the emancipation of the 
people; anarchy or freedom is the goal, and the State or dictatorship the means. Thus to free the working masses 
it is first necessary to enslave them. They maintain that only a dictatorship (their dictatorship, naturally) can 
create the will of the people, but our answer is this: 
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No dictatorship can have any aim but that of self-perpetuation, or can create anything but slavery in the people 
who tolerate it. 
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Freedom can be created only by freedom, that is, by a universal popular rebellion.. 
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(v-n. SPECIAL 
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...and the free organisation of the working masses from below upwards. 
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Freedom without socialism 
is privilege and injustice; 
socialism without freedom is 
slavery and brutality 


MICHAEL BAKUNIN 


Anarchists have long argued that all 
statist approaches to social change 
are doomed to authoritarian 
results. This booklet illustrates 

how Bakunin’s critique of 

state socialism, composed a 


century and a half ago, was 
borne out by the events of the 
twentieth century. 
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